140                     Syed Ahmed Khan.

Ahmed by the learned doctors of Mecca, he received
numerous anonymous letters, in which the writers said
they had sworn on the Koran to take his life. One of
them said that " Shere Ali, who assassinated Lord
Mayo, was an idiot for doing so, as he could have
ensured Paradise for himself by killing Syed Ahmed! "
Was my friend moved by all these Mecca ecclesiastical
thunders or the threats of unknown writers? Not in
the least. He did not even get a policeman to look
after him ; he did not even give intimation of the
possible fate in store for him to the head of the police
in the station. He worked quietly on, quite prepared
to suffer even a painful death in the execution of his set
purpose.